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SUBJECT: MCKEE BID ON PETROLEUM REFINERY 
REF: QUITO 0994, 0797 

1. GOE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES HAS ANNOUNCED THAT 
FOUR OF THE FIVE COMPANIES WHICH SUBMITTED QUALIFICATION 
DOCUMENTS ON MARCH 22 FOR CONTRACT TO BUILD THE REFINERY 
HAVE BEEN QUALIFIED. CEPE ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 16 THAT 
MARUBENI JAPAN GAS, CHIYODA CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AND 
CONSTRUCTION, MCKEE INTERNATIONAL, AND SNAM PROGETTI 
WERE QUALIFIED. THYSSEN- MANNESMANN OF GERMANY WAS DIS- 
QUALIFIED. MCKEE' S LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE, MARCOS GANDARA, 
INFORMS US THAT THYSSEN WAS DISQUALIFIED BECAUSE OF IN- 
SUFFICIENT EXPERIENCE IN REFINERY CONSTRUCTION. ANOTHER 
RUMOR IS THAT THYSSEN WAS DISQUALIFIED IN RETALIATION 

FOR THYSSEN' S ACTIVITIES IN PRESSURING GOE INTO ALTERING 
ITS INITIAL BASIS FOR QUALIFICATION ( SEE QUITO 0797). 

2. THE FOUR QUALIFIED FIRMS HAVE RECEIVED COPIES OF THE 
SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED BY UNIVERSAL OIL PRODUCTS AND 
WILL NOW HAVE UNTIL AUGUST 6 TO STUDY THE SPECS AND 
PRESENT THEIR BIDS. BIDS SUBMITTED MUST BE ON THE BASIS 
OF A FIXED PRICE. THE UNIVERSAL OIL PRODUCTS STUDY 
SPECIFIES A REFINERY WITH A CAPACITY OF FIFTY- THREE 
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THOUSAND BARRELS PER DAY. GOE EXPECTS THAT FINAL 
CONTRACTS WILL BE SIGNED SOMETIME IN DECEMBER AND THAT 
THE REFINERY WILL BE IN OPERATION MID 1976. 
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